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Shri Girish Chandra Murmu,
Comptroller and Auditor General of India

November 2024     
New Delhi     

(Girish Chandra Murmu)
Comptroller and Auditor General of India

Globally, there is growing recognition of the urgent need to manage natural 
resources sustainably, as reflected in the United Nations' Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Water is a fundamental resource that sustains 
life, ecosystems, and economies. However, in the face of rapid population 
growth, urbanization, and climate change, the availability and quality of 
water has increasingly became an area of concern. The United Nation is 
leading the endeavour and has brought out a System of Environmental-
Economic Accounting (SEEA) – Central Framework, introduced in 2012, 

which offers an internationally accepted model for resource accounting, including water resources. 

CAG of India is a member of INTOSAI, an international organisation of all Supreme Audit Institutions, which 
recommended that Supreme Audit Institutions should assist their country in preparing Natural Resource 
Accounting (NRA). Accordingly, CAG of India decided to take this initiative of compiling Natural Resource 
Accounting. GASAB, a multi-organisational body functioning under our auspices to offer advice on 
accounting matters, rose to this challenge. 

The Government Accounting Standards Advisory Board (GASAB) of my institution came out with a Concept 
Paper on Natural Resource Accounting in July 2020, which set out action plans in convergence with the 
Sustainable Development Goals target of 2030. As per the goals set it was decided to compile Asset 
Accounts in respect of four major natural resources, namely, Mineral & Energy Resources, Water Resources, 
Forestry & Wildlife Resources and Land Resources. The two Compendiums of Asset Accounts on Mineral & 
Energy Resources have been completed.

Water as a resource fundamental to life, the foundation of sustainable development, and a crucial driver of 
economic growth was selected for next compilation. For a country as vast and diverse as India, ensuring the 
availability, management, and equitable distribution of water is a formidable challenge. 

I am pleased to note the progress being made by GASAB in its work on Natural Resources Accounting for 
water leading to this  “Compendium of Asset Accounts on Water Resource 2021-22”. This Compendium 
brings out data/information which will assist policy makers in making informed decisions on issues relating 
to water availability, it use, allocation of water resources, improving water use efficiency and more broadly on 
Water Resources Management in India. As this Compendium emphasizes, the challenges of water resource 
management cannot be solved in isolation. They require a coordinated, multi-stakeholder approach 
involving national, state, local governments and communities.

I wish to express my appreciation to the team for their diligence in preparing the Compendium. I also convey 
my gratitude to the members of the State Governments for their constant support, without which this 
Compendium would not have been possible. It is my hope that this Compendium will deepen our 
understanding of water management and also inspire all stakeholders to work collaboratively towards 
securing India's water future. The Comptroller and Auditor General of India remains committed to 
supporting these efforts in working towards management of Natural Resources responsibly and sustainably.

Foreword 
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From the desk of the Deputy CAG (GA)
& Chairperson (GASAB)

(Jayant Sinha)
Deputy CAG (GA) & Chairperson (GASAB)

November 2024
New Delhi      

The Government Accounting Standards Advisory Board (GASAB) was 

established in August 2002 by the Comptroller & Auditor General of India 

with the support of the Government of India. In addition to its endeavour to 

formulate Government Accounting Standards, GASAB has also been 

working on Natural Resource Accounting for nearly four years.

The Concept Paper released in 2020 envisaged a three-pronged action plan 

to prepare Asset Accounts on targeted resources, namely mineral and energy resources, water resources, 

forestry, and wildlife and land resources.

The efforts by the Government Accounting Standards Advisory Board (GASAB), in collaboration with the 

State Governments/Union Territories and several other key stakeholders has culminated in this 

Compendium of Asset Accounts on Water Resource (2021-22). The initiative to develop Natural Resource 

Accounting (NRA) for water resources, in alignment with the System of Environmental-Economic 

Accounting – Central Framework (SEEA-CF), is a step forward in the context of India's commitment to the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through the preparation of water asset accounts, this 

Compendium seeks to quantify and assess the availability and use of water resources. This endeavour will 

enable policymakers to take more informed decision at the national and state levels in managing this finite 

valuable resource by all stakeholders—Government, industries, civil society, and the general public. 

I would like to place on record my appreciation for the effort put in by the GASAB team, especially Shri 

Pramod Kumar, Additional Deputy CAG (Staff & GASAB) and Dr. Jayaraj Naik, Principal Director (GASAB-

III) in the finalization of this Compendium. I would also like to record my appreciation for the collective 

efforts of all the State Governments, the members of the Consultative Committee and the technical experts 

for their active participation and contribution in the preparation of Asset Accounts on water resources. 

As we move forward, it is my hope that this Compendium will serve as an inspiration for continued efforts in 

the realm of water resource management by all stakeholders—policy-makers, researchers, 

environmentalists, and citizens alike, as we collectively work towards building a water-secure future for 

India. I sincerely hope the stakeholders will find the Compendium useful and it acts as a stimulus for further 

work on the subject. I request that the States and other authorities in Government of India take the 

opportunity to look into the observations and offer their suggestions. I am sure that this document will also 

aid in optimising revenue realisation and ensuring sustainability in economic management of the resources.
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Water is essential to life. The Supreme Court has ruled that the right to 
water is part of the right to life guaranteed under the Constitution. Water 
covers three-quarters of the Earth's surface. Up to 60 percent of the human 
adult body is water. Usage will increase tremendously as urbanization 
increases from the present levels of less than 50 percent to 75 per cent as we 
move to becoming a developed country by 2047. The adverse impact of 

climate change on India will largely be felt in terms of water, not temperature or sea level rise. Increased 
variability of the Monsoon is likely and will affect the entire population.

India's prosperity throughout civilization has depended on its unique geography and the monsoon. The 
regularity of precipitation enabled two, even three, crops without irrigation over the continental landmass. 
The only such case in the world. Climate assessments show that total monsoon precipitation will not 
decrease, it may even increase in the Western part. The distribution is expected to be subject to variability 
pointing to the need for water conservation to conserve the runoff.

The essence of these transformations has been captured in the Compendium of Water Resources. It is an 
example of cooperative federalism in one of the most divisive areas of our federal structure, sharing river 
water flows. Water accounting adds a new dimension to water availability, usage and distribution or sharing 
by bringing out the data gaps. When plugged there may well be a situation where water availability is 
enhanced with conservation of monsoon runoff  tol provide for better sharing of available water and reduced 
friction. The call for uniform reporting standards is foundational for comprehensive development of States 
as an essential element of national development re-defining cooperative federalism to enable India to 
become a developed country by 2047.

With urbanization, digital data centers and increased requirement for food and other crops the demand for 
water is going to increase substantially requiring enhanced cooperation between States and between them 
and the Central Government. Evidence-based decision-making needs leads to evidence based sharing of a 
scare resource as well agreed measures to conserve surface and underground water and monsoon flows. 
Efforts to add to surface flows by water conservation is the most effective measure to deal with sharing river 
waters. All these elements have been captured in these accounts. 

The accounting framework is an improvement over the current systems. The exercise has highlighted the 
lack of common definitions, methodologies and sector-specific usage reporting. Standardization will be an 
essential tool for cooperative federalism. 

The message of the report is that, as in the case of GST, for sharing a scarce and essential resource a common 
frame is needed for sharing data to cover all water available. The water accounts make water a national 
concern without getting into questions of territorial and sector jurisdiction. Filling the data gaps will identify 
national priorities that will benefit the end users, the States. Cooperative federalism works best where States 
see tangible benefits in an area of local concern. 

Subject Matter Expert's Take

Shri Mukul Sanwal
IAS 1971 (Retd.)
Hon'ble Member of Consultative Committee on NRA
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The Compendium on Water Resources 2021-22 is a very important 

advance in the promotion of Natural Resource Accounting. Water is a 

resource essential for survival of life, as we know it. It is a shared resource 

and, in many places, a scarce resource. Moreover, water is a strategic 

resource for sustainability. It touches every aspect of growth and equity.  

Understanding and managing the hydrological cycle in all its dimensions— precipitation, run off, freshwater 

flow, ground water, recharge and drainage— is the key to flood and drought protection and meeting water 

demands for agricultural, domestic and industrial use. Conserving water and ensuring safe drainage is 

essential for protecting the living environment. If water is used for production rationally and in a manner 

consistent with its availability, then economic advancement is promoted.  If water is shared equitably, social 

justice is ensured.  If water quality is maintained and improved, good health follows.  That is why water is a 

strategic resource for development – get water management right at the local level and a lot else falls in place.

Water accounting is crucial because in India water shortages are emerging. The annual precipitation of 

water in India is 4000 billion cubic metres (cum); but utilisable water is much less 1123 billion cum, (690 

billion cum surface water and 433 billion cum groundwater). The water availability may change over time 

because of the impact of climate change on the monsoon and glacier melt. But with rising population the per 

capita availability will come down.  Hence regular and reliable accounting of water availability and use is 

crucial for determining the permitted extraction and use of water. That is why the development of water 

accounting is very welcome as a crucial part of Natural Resource Accounting and for promoting sustainable 

development.

Shri Nitin Desai, 
Member Audit Advisory Board
Office of C&AG of India

Subject Matter Expert's Take
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Smt. Vibha Dhawan
Director General
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI)

Message of Director General (TERI)

Water scarcity poses the 21st century's most pressing challenges driven by 
escalating demand, inefficiencies, pollution, and the impacts of climate change. 
India has about 18% of the global population, however, just 4% of the world's 
freshwater resources. India's net available water resources are estimated at 
1,123 billion cubic meters (BCM), comprising 690 BCM of surface water and 
436 BCM of groundwater. A considerable segment of the population still 
experiences high to extreme water stress, and the nation ranks 120th out of 122 

countries in the water quality index (NITI Aayog). Projections indicate that by 2050, water demand could reach 
1,180 BCM in a high-use scenario, significantly outstripping current supplies. The increasing water demand-
supply gap, exacerbated by pollution and climate change, necessitates integrating water management strategies 
into the country's development roadmap to ensure a water-secure and climate-resilient future. 

TERI has been at the forefront of promoting the sustainable and efficient use of water resources through 
provisions of innovative solutions and policy inputs, across the key sectors viz. agriculture, domestic (urban & 
rural), and industrial sectors. Through its various water audits and research studies, TERI has helped various 
water-intensive industries such as thermal power plants, pulp & paper, iron & steel, textile etc. to reduce their 
specific water consumption and increase their water use efficiency. TERI contributed to the development of State 
Specific Action Plans (SSAP) under the initiative of the National Water Mission (NWM), Ministry of Jal Shakti to 
facilitate better accounting and management of water resources by the Indian states. There is a growing need for 
better database and monitoring mechanisms both on water quantity and quality not just for the agriculture, 
domestic, and industrial sectors, but also for the natural ecosystem. Water management plans must include the 
climate change adaptation & mitigation strategies along with regular monitoring & evaluation mechanisms, at 
national, state, and local levels.

It is important that the interventions, policies and programs on water management have the last mile connectivity 
overcoming the challenges of inefficiencies, inequity, and scale to bring about transformative impacts for India's 
water security. Water sector requires prioritized investments and innovative financing mechanisms to upscale 
market-ready technological solutions with inclusive programs, public-private partnerships (PPPs), and widescale 
stakeholder engagement. In doing so, cooperative federalism must be considered to have consensual planning 
and implementation of programs between the Center and the States.

I take this opportunity to compliment and thank the Government Accounting Standards Advisory Board (GASAB) 
under the aegis of Comptroller and Auditor General of India for pioneering the implementation of Natural 
Resource Accounting (NRA). This is a remarkable step in gauging the impact of developmental activities on 
nature which will help in informed policy making. It is indeed a matter of great accomplishment that GASAB, with 
its collaborative engagement with the States, has come out with the first “Compendium on Water Resources 2021-
22” that provides an overview of the surface and groundwater resources of the country. The accounting and 
management practices elaborated in the compendium, including the System of Environmental-Economic 
Accounting (SEEA) in the water sector, shall play a significant role in promoting sustainable practices in the water 
sector and strengthening water resource accounting and management in India. TERI with its multidisciplinary 
strength in natural resources management would be happy to partner with GASAB in this endeavor. 

I, once again, laud the release of this Compendium which will go a long way in disseminating sustainable water 
management practices, changing conventional thinking, and encouraging innovation. This outstanding initiative 
has the potential to transform the landscape of water management, fostering a new era of environmental 
stewardship.
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Natural Resource Accounting (NRA) aims to capture the critical 

interconnections between various elements of the natural environment and 

the economy, facilitating improved resource management while 

quantifying the environmental impacts of economic development. 

The Concept Paper on Natural Resource Accounting, prepared by GASAB, 

was released in July 2020, establishing a strategic roadmap/goal for 

implementing NRA for four major resources across India. Water is the second major resource to be taken by 

GASAB after Mineral & Energy Resources. SEEA-Central Framework (CF), an internationally accepted 

standard, supports the nation's commitment to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 

2030.

Following this roadmap, the tabular formats along with questionnaires were issued to State Accountants 

General Offices in March 2023. The information was sought from States through State Accountants General 

Offices to facilitate the preparation of Asset Accounts for Water Resources for the year 2021-22.

Consultative committee meeting was held in September 2024 to support States/UTs in filling out templates 

accurately and to collect inputs for this Compendium. This meeting included both State Accountants 

General and State Government officials from the concerned Department, promoting a collaborative and 

cohesive approach to this ambitious initiative.

These collective efforts have yielded positive results, enabling the completion of the Asset Accounts for 

Water Resources for the year 2021-22 across 31 States/Union Territories. The data within these accounts 

has been validated by the State Governments for accuracy.

I am confident that this innovative effort to compile Asset Accounts for Water Resources for the year 2021-22 

will be continued with commitment by both Union and State Governments, setting a strong foundation as 

envisioned by the SEEA framework for new entrants in this domain.

I extend my sincere gratitude to my GASAB Secretariat & team led by Dr. Jayaraj Naik, Principal Director 

(GASAB-III), the State Government Departments, the offices of the Accountants General, and all other 

stakeholders whose dedication has made this significant initiative possible. I am hopeful that these efforts 

will continue and evolve in the coming years, strengthening India's journey toward sustainable water 

resource management.

(Pramod Kumar)
Additional Deputy CAG (Staff & GASAB)

November 2024
New Delhi      

Preface
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Disclaimer 

The preparation of Asset Accounts is part of a four-stage implementation strategy outlined by 

the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting – Central Framework (SEEA-CF), which 

aligns with India's commitments to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The Government Accounting Standards Advisory Board (GASAB), under the guidance of the 

Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG), has provided support to the State 

Governments in this endeavour. The compilation of the Asset Accounts on Water Resources, 

as reflected in this report, has been based solely on the data provided by the concerned State 

Governments to the respective State Accountants General Offices and the data as available on 

the websites of concerned Ministry/Department/Agencies. The responsibility for the 

accuracy of the information rests with the concerned State Governments/Ministry and its 

Agencies. The views/recommendations in this compilation should neither be understood as 

professional advice in any manner nor interpreted as policies of the organisation.

 GASAB and CAG of India do not assume any liability for errors, omissions, or discrepancies in 

the data or the conclusions drawn from it. The report is intended to provide a general 

understanding of Water Resource Management issues, and while every effort has been made 

to ensure the reliability of the information, it is recommended that readers verify facts from 

original sources before making any decisions based on the content of this book.

This disclaimer aligns with the objective of the book, clarifying the roles and responsibilities of 

CAG, State Governments and the GASAB, in the preparation and validation of the data 

presented.
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Executive Summary

Background

There is growing recognition of the urgent need to manage and conserve water resources 
sustainably, as reflected in the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at 
global level. To support this, System of Environmental-Economic Accounting – Central 
Framework (SEEA-CF), introduced in 2012, offers an internationally accepted model for 
resource accounting, including water resources. Government Accounting Standards Advisory 
Board (GASAB) under the aegis of CAG's Office had come out with a Concept Paper on Natural 
resource Accounting (NRA) in India in July 2020. The Paper inter-alia, envisaged a plan for 
implementation of Natural Resource Accounting in consonance with the strategy enshrined in 
the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting – Central Framework (SEEA-CF) of the 
United Nations. Preparation of Asset Account of Water Resources was one of the goal set out in 
the Concept Paper.

To carry out the goal set out for preparing Natural Resource Account for Water, GASAB 
constituted a Consultative Committee consisting of stakeholder Ministries in Government of 
India, regulatory agencies, environmental resource centres, State Governments, and subject 
experts to take forward the work of resource accounting for water. The Tables of Asset 
Accounts on Water Resources were circulated in March 2023 for data collection to all the States 
and UTs.

Based on the data provided by the State & UTs Governments on the various aspects of 
Water Resources the Compendium of Asset Accounts on Water Resources for the year 2021-22 
has been prepared. The Compendium provides an analysis of the multifaceted issues 
concerning India's water resources, including the growing scarcity of fresh water, the 
degradation of water quality, overexploitation of groundwater, unequal distribution and the 
rising complexities of inter-state water disputes. These issues, if left unaddressed, would not 
only impact the economy but also the health and livelihoods of the people.

Collection of Data

Work towards preparation of Natural Resource Accounts for water was initiated as per what 
was envisioned in the Concept Paper in July of 2020. In this connection, the SEEA – CF also 
allows flexibility to generate and design the framework keeping in view country specific needs. 
Accordingly, while designing the tables/questionnaire for Asset Accounts of Water Resources, 
some more information have been embedded into the framework to aid the policy makers with 
decision making. 
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The key elements to be captured by the tables designed are:

Table 1: Availability of Water resources

· Total availability of water resources in rivers and canals including inflows from other 
territories, precipitation, returns

· Total water available in reservoirs

· Total water available in tanks and ponds

· Total water available in flood plain lakes and derelict water bodies

· Brackish water

· Total annual extractable ground water

Table 2: Usage of water resources

· Natural discharge

· Natural disasters

· Man-made disasters

· Irrigation supplies

· Power generation

· Industrial usage

· Domestic usage (Urban & Rural)

 - Surface water

 - Water supplies

 - Underground water

· Outflow to other province/sea etc.

· Total volume of water usage during the period

· Gap with the availability of water resources (+/-)

Table 3: Details of cost and revenues on supply/extraction of water for 3 sectors

· Type of user�

· Cost of supply/cost of water in INR per unit (if available)�

· Water charges/rates recovered in INR per unit
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The work on preparation of the Asset Accounts in the States commenced with joint efforts 
of the Accountants General Offices and the State Governments with formation of State NRA 
Cells. Presently, State NRA Cells are functional in all States and UTs. GASAB continued to 
handhold the States through meetings to ensure that all States complete the exercise within the 
stipulated timeline. The joint effort bore results as all States and UT collected and compiled the 
data on water resources.

Resources Depiction in the Compendium

The Compendium deals with multiple types of water resources, typically categorized based 
on their sources and usability. The primary types of water covered are:

1. Surface Water

· Sources: Rivers, lakes, reservoirs, and ponds.

· Usage: Primarily for agriculture, drinking water supply, industrial use, and 
power generation. Surface water is also crucial for ecological balance and 
biodiversity.

2. Groundwater

· Sources: Underground aquifers, wells, and boreholes.

· Usage: Extensively used for agriculture (especially in areas with limited surface 
water), domestic supply in rural and urban areas, and certain industries. 
Groundwater depletion is a significant issue, especially in over-exploited 
regions.

3. Recycled or Treated Wastewater

· Sources: Treated wastewater from domestic, industrial, or agricultural 
activities.

· Usage: Primarily used for non-potable purposes such as irrigation, industrial 
processes, and landscaping. Recycled water reduces the demand for freshwater 
and is a key part of sustainable water management.

4. Brackish Water

· Sources: Found naturally in estuaries, coastal aquifers, and certain 
groundwater sources.

· Usage: After treatment, brackish water can be used for industrial purposes and 
sometimes for desalination. Brackish water management is particularly relevant 
in coastal areas where saline intrusion affects groundwater quality.

Each type of water resource has unique characteristics and specific applications, making a 
diverse and comprehensive resource strategy necessary for effective management and 
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sustainable usage.

The following are key aspects of the water accounting exercise and these provide critical 
data for understanding water management at both state and national levels:

a) Annual Water Availability by State/UT (2021-22): Table 1 in chapter 6, presents 
an overview of water availability per state and UT, broken down into surface and 
groundwater components.

b) Sectoral Water Usage (Agriculture, Industry, and Domestic): Table 2 in chapter 6, 
illustrates the distribution of water usage across major sectors in each state, showcasing 
the demands placed on water resources by different industries.

c) Water price/cost assessment: Table 3 in chapter 6, illustrates the Price/Cost of 
water usage in various sectors.

Highlights of the Compendium

The Asset Accounts on water resources are designed to aid in decision-making and good 
governance for all stakeholders. 

The highlights of this Compendium are:

· Detailed Water Accounts: The document features structured tables and 
questionnaire for tracking water availability, demand, and usage across sectors (e.g., 
agriculture, industry, domestic use). This enables clear visibility into where water is 
being consumed and highlights areas of imbalance or overuse.

· Integrated Water Resource Management: The document emphasizes the 
importance of a coordinated approach to water resource management, combining data 
from different sectors and regions to create a comprehensive picture of India's water 
needs, challenges, and resources.

· Alignment with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): It aligns with SDG 6 
(Clean Water and Sanitation), focusing on sustainable practices, equitable access, and 
quality control to ensure safe and sufficient water resources for all.

Some observations and way forward

v The Government of India and State/UTs Governments have launched several 
initiatives to manage and conserve its water resources, addressing challenges like water 
scarcity, pollution, and overuse. Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), Namami Gange Programme 
(NGP), Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY), Jal Samvardhan Yojna 
Tumakuru District, Karnataka, Neeru-Chettu Program, Andhra Pradesh etc. � � � � � � �

(Para 4.5.1 & 4.5.2)
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v Water resource availability, the figures reported for reservoirs by the States showed 
notable variations compared to those recorded by the Central Water Commission.

(Para 6.2.2) 

v Only Andhra Pradesh, Punjab and Rajasthan has furnished data on brackish water. 
Notably, Lake Chilka in Odisha is the largest brackish water lagoon in Asia and the 
second largest coastal lagoon globally but no data made available for this Compendium.

(Para 6.2.5)

v India has achieved an impressive 89% in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 6 
Index by regulating the pace of groundwater extraction. Some variation in data on 
groundwater between those reported by the State Government and those reported to 
Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) was also observed.� �

(Para 6.2.6)
th

v As per 6  Census of Minor irrigation schemes report (Ministry of Jal-Shakti) there are 
2,31,38,964 of schemes (2017-18) running for Minor irrigation across India. However, 
the data related to irrigation supplies has not been furnished by several States/UTs.

(Para 6.2.10)

v States/UTs with significant industrial water demand are encouraged to monitor their 
supply and wastewater disposal to prevent contamination of other water sources. They 
also need to adopt recycling and reuse practices for improved water management. 

(Para 6.2.12)

v Some States are maintaining sector-wise data for water usage, but there remains scope 
for considerable improvement. Some states still do not have comprehensive sector-
specific figures. Data quality issues also need to be addressed.

(Para 6.3.1)

v Monitoring groundwater extraction is essential. Although the Central Ground Water 
Board has established guidelines for excavation permissions, some states lack a 
mechanism for compliance. 

(Para 6.3.2)

v Some states maintain databases on aquifers, many do not. This gap in information limits 
the ability to manage groundwater resources effectively. 

(Para 6.3.7)

v The data on Water Resources has exposed significant gaps in data collection and 
reporting with respect to the availability, usage, and revenue from water resources 
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across States/UTs. These discrepancies hamper effective water resource management. 
The way forward must address these disparities through uniform data collection 
methods and improved reporting standards.

 (Para 7.4)

v As a way forward for informed decision-making that optimizes water usage, ensures 
equitable access, and promotes long-term resource sustainability GASAB recommends 
for Knowledge Dissemination, Improvement in standardised Data Collection Methods 
along with Standardisation of formats. 

(Para 7.5)

Conclusion

The Compendium on Water Resources for the year 2021-22 marks a significant step toward 
building a robust foundation for water resource accounting and management in India. By 
adopting international best practices and leveraging multi-stakeholder input, this report paves 
the way for an accountable, transparent and sustainable framework that can serve as a model 
for future natural resource management initiatives. As India progresses towards 2030, this 
Compendium will play a critical role in guiding policy decisions, better resource allocation, and 
ultimately achieving a secure and sustainable water future for the country.
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